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SUBJ: QUIET DEMONSTRATION MARKS END OE EREE ASSEMBLY IN 
CENTRAL CAPE TOWN 

REF: CAPE TOWN A-48 ( TO BE POUCHED MAY 18, 1973) 

1 . SMALL GROUP MADE UP MOSTLY OP STUDENTS GATHERED IN PRONT 
OP ST. GEORGE' S CATHEDRAL, ADJACENT TO PARLIAMENT, MAY 16 TO 
PROTEST AGAINST GATHERINGS AND DEMONSTRATIONS BILL. LATTER - 
WHICH EFPECTIVELY BANS DEMONSTRATIONS IN LARGE AREA OP CENTRAL 
CAPE TOWN OSTENSIBLY TO PROTECT PARLIAMENT - RECEIVED THIRD 
AND FINAL READING IN HOUSE OP ASSEMBLY MAY 15. 

2. POLICE OBTAINED MAGISTRATE' S ORDER PROHIBITING THE MAY 16 
GATHERING AND ARRESTED 44 PERSONS, INCLUDING 41 
STUDENTS, POR FAILING TO DISPERSE OR, IN ONE CASE, OBSTRUCTING 
A POLICE OPPICER. DEMONSTRATORS WERE LATER RELEASED ON TOKEN 
BAIL. THEY ARE DUE TO APPEAR IN MAGISTRATES COURT MAY 17 TO 
PACE CHARGES. TWO NEWS PHOTOGRAPHERS HAD PILM CONFISCATED. 

3. SIGNIFICANTLY, MINISTER OF JUSTICE P. C. PELSER 
SIMULTANEOUSLY BANNED ALL PROTEST MEETINGS NEAR PARILAMENT - 
IN TERMS OF THE RIOTOUS ASSEMBLIES ACT - UNTIL MAY 30 WHEN 
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GATHERINGS AND DEMONSTRATIONS BILL PRESUMABLY ENTERS INTO EEEECT. 

4. CIVIL RIGHTS LEAGUE, WESTERN CAPE BLACK SASH, WESTERN CAPE 
REGION OE PROGRESSIVE PARTY, SIR RICHARD LUYT ( PRINCIPAL OF 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN), AND OTHER LIBERAL INDIVIDUALS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS HAVE ISSUED STATEMENTS DEPLORING THE GATHERINGS 
AND DEMONSTRATIONS BILL AND THE BANNING OF DEMONSTRATIONS UNDER 
RIOTOUS ASSEMBLIES ACT. MOST SOUTH AERICAN WHITES, INCLUDING 
OPPOSITION UNITED PARTY, HOWEVER, SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT' S 
ANTI- DEMONSTRATION AND ANTI- STUDENT MEASURES. 

5. MAY 16 GATHERING CONCEIVABLY COULD BE LAST GASP OP RIGHT OP 
PREE ASSEMBLY IN CENTRAL CAPE TOWN. 

HURD 
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